
EDITORIAL

In the present issue of POLANYIANA we are publishing the papers presented at
the Michael Polanyi 110 Jubilee Conference commemorating the 110th anniversary
of Michael Polanyi’s birth. The conference, which took place in Budapest on the 31st

of May 2001, was the second of its kind as organised by the Michael Polanyi Liberal

Philosophical Association. The first was held 10 years ago, also in Budapest, not
long after the formation of the MPLPhA and the regime change in Hungary. The
established aim and strongly felt mission of the Association was and is to promote
reintegrating and cultivating the intellectual legacy of Michael Polanyi in Hungary,
as well as – in cooperation with fellow Polanyi societies abroad – to keep it alive on
the international fora.

It was a great honor to the organisers that the conference aroused wide attention
and interest among the most distinguished intellectuals in Hungary and abroad, and
that two of the best-known Polanyi scholars of the USA: Phil Mullins (General
Editor of Tradition and Discovery) and Stephania R. Jha (Harvard University) were
among the contributors of the conference.

As is to be seen from the program, in the first part of the conference the
presentations (given in Hungarian) focused on special features of Michael Polanyi’s
intellectual development and on investigating his rich and variegated fields of
interest.

During the second (afternoon) part, the presentations (given in English) were
focusing on the moral dimensions of Michael Polanyi’s epistemology. Then, in the
last session the background of Polanyi’s career in the intial and final years of his life
were documented and described. It was a special gift to the participants as well to
the organisers to have the students of Polanyi’s former alma mater, the Minta Gym

(now the Trefort High School) among the contributors of this last session.
By publishing the conference papers we hope to create a possibility to acquaint

all those who were not able to participate with what happened during this Jubilee
Conference, and also to help those who were present recall the most important
moments.

The Editors
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* The Editors regret that Endre Nagy did not send them the written version of his presentation for
publication in this issue of Polanyiana.
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