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This issue is dedicated to Márta Fehér (1942-2020), who was not only a key figure of The 

Michael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical Association and its academic periodical, 

Polanyiana, but was also a mindful gardener of the intellectual blossoming of generations 

of Hungarian philosophers. Nothing shows her dedication for teaching and promoting 

philosophy better than the fact that the call for the commemorative issue received so many 

great submissions from her colleagues and pupils that the papers did not fit into a single 

issue. This one is only the first in a sequence of issues paying homage to her unmatched 

contribution to philosophy in Hungary. 

 

Fehér was a widely acknowledged philosopher. She received the Széchenyi Prize (2005) 

for her outstanding historical work on the origins and development of modern science. She 

received the lifetime achievement award of the Hungarian Philosophical Society (2018). 

She was a member of the Section of Philosophy and Historical Sciences (Section II, for 

short) of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (hereafter: HAS), a member of the 
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Committee on Philosophy (HAS) and a member of the Complex Committee on the History 

of Science and Technology (HAS). She was chair of the Department of Philosophy and 

History of Science at the Budapest University of Technology and Economics (hereafter: 

BME) between 1989 and 1999. She taught at the Pál Csonka Doctoral School of 

Architecture and the Doctoral School of Philosophy and History of Science at BME. She 

was visiting professor at the prestigious Rutgers and St. John's universities. She was editor-

in-chief of Polanyiana and member of the Editorial board of International Studies in the 

Philosophy of Science. Fehér published more than 212 scientific papers in five languages 

from 1969. She defended her PhD thesis titled "The principle of variation in the history of 

physics" in 1970. Her oeuvre covers wide ranging topics from the history of seventeen- 

and eighteenth-century natural sciences, the incommensurability thesis of Thomas Kuhn, 

the theories of scientific development, the sociology of scientific knowledge and the 

philosophy of Michael Polanyi. Furthermore, she recognized the timeless importance of 

argumentation theory early on and encouraged the next generation of philosophers to 

pursue it who achieved great success realizing this advice. 

 

The current and the upcoming Polanyiana issues dedicated to her aim to present this rich 

and diverse intellectual legacy. 

 

But there was something unique about Márta Fehér that cannot be grasped by the detailed 

description of her impressive academic achievements. It has nothing to do with 

scientometics or to any other quantitative aspects of making or teaching science or 

philosophy. It was about her personality. She was witty and very friendly to everyone but 

at the same time she was critical and steadfast. Starting a discussion with her always 

provided remarkable intellectual stimulation. She was a master of connecting different 

narrative strands and of putting things into a new light. She was never alone in her office 

because colleagues came and went continuously to ask her advice. This must have been 

quite frustrating to her, but she never showed any sign of impatience. She welcomed 
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everyone. Anytime. This conscious attitude of drifting with things was perhaps related to 

her humble attitude to life and nature. We wish she was still with us to radiate this 

sentiment. It would be needed more than ever in this increasingly unsettling world. 


